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T71/3 SP Arty Bn in Papa. 


1. Prior to 9 Coverher 1950, the III/3 SP Arty Bn in Tapa (P LO/y 30) was 
subordinate to the lq TIT Army Corps in Saekesfehervar (Q L8/z 00). Until 
7 June 1950, the battalion, which had postal No 1131, was located in the 
new barracks installation south of Papa, on the west side of the read to 
Tapoleafoe (P 48/30), a short distance from the junction with the road 
to Papakovacsi (P 48/D 39). The barracks installation, which also quarter- 
ed a motorized artillery regiment with postal No 1935, was still under 
construction, (1) From 7 June to 9 Noverbar 1950, the battalion vas Located 
in & summer camp at Keaskeret (¥ 6/1 95), in a wocds about 6 km east of 
Kerekegyhaza (Y¥ 6/N 75) and northwest of the Kisnyir (y 6/N 85) railroad 
station. The battalion was quartered there together with a signal battalion, 
& light AAA battalion and a reconnaissance company.» Upon completion of the . 
sumer training period, the SP artillery battalion was deactivated, Until 
the beginning of September 1950, the battelion was cormanded by Vajor Emil 
Verces, about 26 years old, a former lathe operater and a Communist. Ue 
was detached to the Nq III army Corps in erly September, and succeeded 
by Captain Ivan (fnu), about li years old » Oo Was in cormand of the 
battalion until the date of deactivation, 


2. The SP artillery battalion in Papa nuroerad 12 officers and W2 men. It 
was organized into a headquarters, 1 signals platoon ard 3 batteries, with 
each battery consisting of only 1 platoon equipped with a light 7G-mm SP 
gun. The sipuals platoon had 3 model fi/3 radio sets. Vehicles assigned to 
the battalion consisted ef 4 sedans, 3 trucks and 3 weapon carricra, with 
@ trucks and the weapon carriers being barred from operation. The SP guns 
were Sovieb nuuel SU~76s, “ut mounted another type of gun without mrzsle: 
brake and Cid not have the typical housing for bufler anc reeuperator 
mechanism in front or the mantiet. The personnel of the battalion wore red 
service color until June 1950 and blue service color thoreaftor. the Insignia 
on the collar patches was a small SP fin, rot a tant. 


30 Basie training with the SP artillery battalion lasted one month. Special. 
training for drivers, runners, machine gunners and radio operators was startod 
in the summer camp. Tn late September and early October 1950, the battalion 
participated in a larpeescale Pield exercise held in south Tungary in the 
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area betwacin the Danube argl Theiss Rivers. The field exercise terminated 
ir, the vicinity of Daja (¥ G/S 28°. ALL erdeva given during the exercisas 
wera so worded that they did act veveal iafomation on tae type ard 
designation of other units participating in tie exercise. The SP artillery 
battalion did uet return to its home suation from the suarex camp. 


4ctivation of New BP Artillery Units. 
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LL. The IUT/3 SP Arty Bn was deactivated cu erders by the Hq ITT Army Corpse in 
Srukesfehervar. The battalion was broker zo Lote 16 elements which were 


One of these elements was transferred 


Lieutenant. Laszlo Bihari, formerly coweerdent of headquarters personne. ard 
about 40 years old, and Lieutenant Kaluar Iuso, formerly adjutant and 
about 36 years old. In the spring of 195), sonrea learned from Bihari, 


ahe had meanwhile been promoted to the cenk of senior Lieutenant, that he 
had been appointed commander of a new SP artillery battalion which was built 
vp from the element in Aged and subsequently transferred to Retsag (oO L8/ 

H 67). The new battalion was atili. in Vetsay in early September 1951, (2) 
fnother element, under the conmanm! of Cartain Laselo dunasz, formerly 

motor transport officer and shoat 32 years old, was transferred to Poleardi 
(p 48/08). In the spring of 1951, sowres Learned from Juhasz that he 

served with an SP artillery battalion in Cocardi. A third elenent, under 
the command of Senior Liewbenant Nagy (faa), formerly supcly officer and 
about 27 years old, went to Kalecua (¥ £/N BL). In the sumer of LOSL, 

sourcs learned from the officer, wie hai been promoted toe the rank of captain, 
that he served as supply officer with an SP artillery unit in Kalocsa. A 
fourth element wiler the command of funicr lisutenant Kise (fn), former- 
‘ly battery officer, went bo Tapolea (Y u/D 35)3 a fifth element’ under Junior 
Lieutenant Arpad Sgeman, formerly counteyintellicence officer, io Kiskunfele- 
gyhaza (¥ 7/0 03°; a sixth element under Junior Lieutenant Fal (tna), 
formerly battery officer, to Hiskole (2 Lo/d $7); a sevanth elewsnt without 
offiears to Veszprem (P 48/) 78); and an sighth element without officers 

to Nagykaninsa (Y l/A 26%. Six other elerants of the deactivated SP artillery 
battalion wore also transferred to other poste, but source did not Lears 
whether new SP artillery battalions were activated from then. Thev included 
ene under Senior Lieutenant dossef Holloci, formerly politieal officer and 
about 30 years eld, which moved to Kiskurhalas (¥ 6/N 70)3 a secend under 
Senior Liewtenant Hegyi (fnu), formerly comnanding officer of the lst Bery, 
which moved to Gysengyoes (Q LS/J 2433 ard others without officers which 
moved to Mareali {fy L/a 58), Pees (Y 5/8 22), Hor (PF -4O/% G1) and Sueksaand 
(v S/R G6). Another element of tha foreex SP artillery batlelion was reassicned 
to the guard battalion of the Ministey of Netional Defense in Dudapast. 
Senior Liewtenant Nagy (fnu), formerd:r comeunding officer of the 2d Ptry, 
was detached to the army corps headquacters in Bacskemet. {3} 


Army Gorps Headquarters in Saekesfehervar anc Kecskenst. 
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Romeclaesified documeats, which were usnally 
cirenlated at battalion Level, mentioncd only the postal numcers of unite. 
Since the secret documents at the amsy comps headaverters were never nancead 
out for distribution, souree was umable te determine other units subordinate 
to the corps. (4) In the summer of 190%, shon the ISI/3 SP Arty Bn was in 
the summer camp at Recskenet, the tettalicn received correspondence from 
the iq FTI Army Corps through the Hq 12th fnf Div which was located at, Kacs~ 
kewet at that time, In the fall. of 1659, the fq 12th Taf Div was raised to 
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the atatus of army corps headquarters, remaining in Kecskemet, however, the 
Hy ITI Amy Corps was not deactivated in Seekesfehervar despite the 
activation of a new army corps in Kecskemet, at least until 9 November 

1950 wien the TII/3 SP arty Bn was deactivated. Until that time, the AP 
artillery battalion continued to receiva orders by the Hq ITI Army Corps 

in Sgekesfehervar. (5) Source learned from officers tuat another SP artiller yo 
battalion was located in Suetioer (P Wa/xX 33), but did not return te its 

home station upon completion of the 1950 summer and fall training period. 


Riscallaneous. 
6. The morale of the personnel belonging to the TTI/3 sp Arty Bn was poor 


because of uncertainty regarding the duration of the term of active. service 
md because of letters fron relativas telling of their distressed conditions 
av home, «hich contradicted the teles by political indoctrinators about 

the high standard of living of the Hunvarian people. Yelations between 
officers and enlisted men were strained because many officers attempted to 
cover their poor general anc technical knowledge by arrogant behaviour. 
Frequently Lectures delivered ty officers had to be corrected by enlisted 
nen. For example, the political officer was unable to answer satisfactorily 
questions regarding the Marxist deetrine to enlisted men who largely camo 
from Budapest and had received political indectrination there, 


C onments » 


belonging t5 a motorised artillery regiment 
in Papa in Junt 1950, and WES se ae ee. ia severcl resorts after March 1952 


1 eiskoaroes and Keagzel, a 25X1A 
« The motorized artillery 
reginent was preba transferred fran Papa to Kiskoaross. 


Another source said that two mechanized regiments of the unidentified mach anizad 
division in Eastergom were stationed in Asaod and Retsag respectively. On 

the basis of information regarding the orvanization of the third mochantzed 
regiment of this division, it is believed that a mechanized reriment has an 
organic tank battalion. [_ S—S™T « SP artillery unite are probably 
also components of the mechanized raviments. 

Infantry units are known to be stetioned at all posts spacified. According 

to information from another sovrce on the organizati on of the infantry 

regiment in Saentes, it is believed that an infantry regiment has an organic 


SP artillery company. eT 4 
Por translations of a report on the harmiline of classified military 


correspondence, and of a sample of 2 secret military letter, see Annex 1 
and <. 

The information confirms the headquarters of an army corps in Kecskemet. 
See « 


2 Annexes: 1+ report on the handling of vlassified material 
1 + sample of a secret Latier. 
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sandiing of Classified Material at the 'II/3 SP Arty Bn. 
Secret correspondence was typed cn pepo’ marked by a yellow diaronal 

stripe which ran from the upper left to the Lower right corner. Classified 

mail was conveyed by couriers only. It vas not to be handled by postel 
authorities. All incoming secret lettarr were accepted by the head of the 
classified records. office and logved in the record of classified documents. 
They were subsequently submitted to the battalion commander “io in tum 
controlled the Gistribution to the prover officers. The heed of the classified 
records office kent 2 distribution record which had te be signec by officers 
receiving secret documents. Each referart bad a strong-bex for classific? 
documents; whose key he turned in to the heed of the classified records o. fice 
daily after duty hevrs. These officers were tha battalion commander, the 
political officer, the adjutant, the cormarder of headquarters personnel, the 
supply officer, the paymaster, the motor trensport officer and tho persoennei 
officer, After proper action had been teken, the secret documents were returned 
to the head of the classified records office. There were express orders that 
secret documents were to be handled by officers oniy. However, since the 
officers were in constant fear of disclesing military secrets in unclassified 
letters, an excessive nurler of secret letters were written,which overburdened 
the officers in charge to sueha aegriee wat they nad tue battalion clerk selp uaem. 
Another reason that the officers xsxei eniisued clerks for help was the tact 
that on th: basie of their education they were unequal to their tasks becaus 
most of them came frou the workin: clans. 
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